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Please join us as our son

LUCAS JAMES SHELL

is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Saturday, June 1, at 10:00 a.m.

Kiddush and light lunch to follow

Robin Shell and David Shell

by Allen Binstock

At a Kol HaLev Climate 
Change meeting on Earth 
Day, April 22, members 
of our congregation ex-
pressed a commitment to 
taking action on environ-
mental issues and they 
set a further meeting date 
to keep the momentum 
going forward. 

Fourteen members met at 
the home of Peter Imrey 
to share their concerns 
about climate change, 
generating a great deal 
of energy toward taking 
action on environmental 
concerns. They resolved 

to engage in research on 
our issues of concern and 
to find resources that can 
assist in making change. 

This information will be 
brought to the group’s 
next meeting on Mon., 
May 20, at 7:30 p.m.
 
The climate change ini-
tiative was one of the 
ideas that emerged from 
a social action brunch 
hosted by the Kol HaLev 
Greater Cleveland Con-
gregation’s (GCC) Core 
Team back in February. 
About 22 Kol HaLev 
members attended that 
meeting and expressed an 

TAKE ACTION: CLIMATE CHANGE

The second of two dialogue sessions between Kol HaLev and Beth El-
The Heights Synagogue members takes place Wed. night (you need not 
have attended the first session to attend the second). Read more about 
the purpose and format of the dialogues on page 7.continued on page 4

mark your calendar 

Community Security Discussion

South Euclid/Lyndhurst Library
1876 S. Green Rd., S. Euclid, OH

p 

•Vote on incoming board slate (see pages 10-12)
•Thank outgoing board members  •Nosh & schmooze

Annual MeetingAnnual Meeting

sun. June 2 f 2-4:30 p.m.
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, MAY 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

OFFICE MANAGER:
open

EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Halle Barnett & Lila Hanft
Vice President Open
Secretary Bill Scher-Marcus
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Karly Whitaker

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Jennifer Finkel
Pam Millas

Ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING & CARING 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar Manager—Art Biagianti 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
• Leyning Coordinator – Connie Friedman
• Lay Service Leader Coordinator – David Conn
• Service Co-Leader Coordinator – Arthur Lieberman

LEARNING VALUES TEAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Alan Federman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Ben Seligman and Andy 
Oster

• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Shabbat Schmooze – Alan Federman

INVOLVED VALUES TEAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger

DEMOCRATIC & FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE
• Fundraising – open
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY VALUES TEAM 
• Membership – Maureen Dinner
• Kiddush – Audrey Warner and helpers
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 

DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance Committee– Open
• Rabbi Liaison – Open
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES and CHAIRS, by VALUES TEAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual Adina Davidson & Anna Kelman
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved  Open
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meacham 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values Team Leaders

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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ON BEHALF OF OTHERS
We have just completed the observance of the holiday in our 
calendar that many argue serves as the foundation for every-
thing else in our religious tradition. As we connect with the 
texts, songs and narratives from the Passover Haggadah and the 
book of Exodus, we come face to face with a core message that 
freedom and dignity are the birthright of every human being, 
and that we must do our utmost to move our world towards the 
realization of that truth, both on behalf of our own people and 
on behalf of all peoples.  To paraphrase the ancient sage Hillel 
in his response to a person seeking to join the Jewish commu-
nity, “the rest is commentary, now go and study.” 

The tragic irony is that the very day on which most of the Jewish world concluded this holiday, that core mes-
sage was eclipsed by yet another savage act of violence perpetrated against members of a synagogue engaged 
in prayers of remembrance for their deceased loved ones, this time on the outskirts of San Diego, exactly on 
the six month anniversary of the shootings in Pittsburgh. For many in the Jewish community, there has been 
an understandable reaction of fear and self-preservation with the news of this second attack on an American 
synagogue in half a year’s time. I have personally felt that response arise in my own heart.  

But I think it’s important not to let that response of fear be the 
last word for how we frame these acts of terror.  I think it’s im-
portant to remember that in between these two attacks on the 
American Jewish community, there have been parallel attacks on 
Muslim religious institutions both in the U.S. and in other parts 
of the world, perpetrated by people who explicitly linked each 
of these attacks to the others. For those who have bought into 
the ideology of white supremacy, there is hatred directed against 
everyone who is defined as other in their eyes. Jews, Muslims, 

African-Americans, Latin-Americans, LGBTQ-identified people and others are seen less human than those 
who operate within this narrow and tortured belief system. 

As members of the Jewish community, it is both in our interest, as well as grounded in our core principles, to 
display and welcome solidarity with all groups who are being targeted by this newly virulent strain of bigotry. 
Many of us experienced the tremendous outpouring of sup-
port from local Muslim and Christian groups on the Shabbat 
following the Pittsburgh tragedy and the Jewish community 
for its part, has also shown up in support of Muslims, in the 
aftermath of terror attacks on the mosques in Christchurch 
New Zealand. It is surely only through standing together 
with fellow minorities that we can fulfill Hillel’s other fa-
mous dictum that adjures us to act “for ourselves,” but also 
on behalf of others, and to resolve to do these things not in 
some theoretical future, but in the present moment.

Rabbi Steve

rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

For many in the Jewish 
community, there has been 
an understandable reaction 
of fear and self-preservation 

. . . I have personally felt 
that response arise in my 

own heart.

It’s important that 
we not let fear and 

defensiveness be the last 
word for how we frame 

these acts of terror. 

It is in our interest and our 
core principles to display and 
welcome solidarity with all 

groups targeted by this virulent 
strain of bigotry.
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We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Anita Cohn; Ralph Gwatkin; Lila 
Hanft; Ron Kohn; Pauline Raymond; David Roberts and Eda Weiss.  We would love to hear from you if you or 
another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be included on this list. 

Thanks to Catherine Fallick, who was the March Monthly Coordinator, and Linda Sylte, who was the April Co-
ordinator. During the two months, members provided meals, attended a shiva gathering and sent cards.

THANK YOU!!

We are so appreciative of the many Kol HaLev members who participated in our Hesed/Shiva Information 
gathering in April. Because of your ideas, reflections, questions, and willingness to be involved in the work 
of the Hesed committee, our web of support and connection has significantly deepened and spread.

We look forward to having the energy and ideas that were generated put into practice in the coming year.

In gratitude, Robin and Martha

If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone who may need the 
support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) and Martha 
Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

HESED

interest in various social action issues such as climate 
change, the opioid crisis, lead paint poisoning, abortion 
rights, domestic violence, mental health support servic-
es, racism, voters rights, gun violence, etc. 

Since the largest number of those in attendance cited 
climate change as a primary issue, the GCC Core Team 
chose that issue for the focus of their April 22 meeting,  
where Kol HaLev members confirmed the intensity of 
their feelings about climate change. Many of those in 
attendance cited their concern for the future of their 
children and grandchildren. Others expressed a sense of 
urgency about the disastrous impact that climate change 
was already having on many countries in the world in 
terms of driving mass migration, agricultural impacts, 
weather emergencies, etc. All agreed that a sense of ur-
gency was needed to meet these challenges.

The discussion at the meeting included various ideas for 
taking action.  Some members discussed increasing the 
tree canopy to absorb more carbon, reducing our energy 
usage, recycling, encouraging the expansion and use 
of public transportation, etc. Others talked about more 
individual strategies such as using rain barrels, com-
posting, using organic garden products and avoiding the 

one-time use of plastic bags. Members in attendance 
also spoke about green activities that they were already 
involved in such as the Friends of Euclid Creek, the 
Doan Brook Watershed Partnership and a tree plant-
ing project. The expectation is that many more such 
resources will be shared at the next meeting so that the 
group can come together in one or more action teams 
to engage in specific projects that would ameliorate the 
negative consequences of climate change. 

The GCC Core Team --Rabbi Steve, Karly Whitaker, 
Mimi Plevin-Foust and myself -- hopes that the climate 
change process will be just one of many social action 
projects undertaken by Kol HaLev members. Karly 
would like to start an initiative on abortion rights and 
domestic violence issues. Kol HaLev’s social action 
initiatives have the potential to inform and shape what 
GCC as a whole will address in its Strengthening Our 
Power campaign. That’s more likely to happen of we 
can generate social action ideas that can be applied to 
the larger Cuyahoga County community.

If any of what we are trying to do speaks to you and 
you are ready to take action on the environment, con-
sider attending our May 20 meeting. Please come even 
if you did not attend the prior meeting(s).

continued from page 1

mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
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The board met on April 8, 2019 at the home of Art Biagianti. Not enough board members were present to 
constitute a quorum. (Notes from that meeting will be posted on our website, but since there was no quorum, 
there were no official minutes).

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer David Conn reported that data through February shows we are running a surplus 
of $36,000 (versus $18,000 at the same time last year) and our cash position is $229,000, $44,000 higher than 
at the end of February 2018. Over the last 12 months, our cash position has averaged $206,000, the best in our 
history. Comparative cash position measures prior years’ performance and is no guarantee of future performance. 

Fundraising Update: Co-President Halle Barnett reported that the annual fundraising campaign surpassed its 
goal of matching the $20,000 provided by several anonymous member households. As of the meeting date, the 
campaign raised $41,065, which exceeds the budgeted amount for the annual campaign and spring fundraising 
income but does not cover the planned deficit amount approved in this year’s budget. The funds raised by the 
Mishloach Manot exchange also modestly exceeded the budgeted amount, bringing in $5,600. 

Annual Budget for FY 2020: Round two of discussions on the proposed FY2020 Budget included questions 
about accuracy of categorization of kiddush and office supplies, and the imminent need to repair or replace office 
photocopying equipment. We will be looking into the comparative costs of renting vs. purchasing. Our insurance 
premiums for existing policies will be lower for the coming year. We will be adding a policy to properly cover 
staff and volunteers while driving on Kol HaLev business. We are also considering the addition of Abuse and 
Molestation coverage, which is recommended by our insurance company, but will first seek more education 
about the associated costs and consequences. The board will vote on the proposed budget at the May board 
meeting on 5/13/19.

Contracts: Negotiations still underway, the anticipated vote on Youth and Family Education Director Robyn 
Novick’s next contract was postponed until the May board meeting. 

Shabbaton: Co-President Halle Barnett offered appreciation to Robyn, Jean Miller, Laurel Simkoff, Rabbi Steve 
and Alan Federman for planning an exceptional Shabbaton experience (held April 5-7) for the community.

The next board meeting will be Monday, May 13 at the home of Bill Scher-Marcus.  All members are welcome 
to attend. 

BOARD REPORT

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Judy Harris and Alan Lipson in memory of Judy’s brother, David Fink
• Dick and Deena Epstein in memory of Sue Kisch’s brother
• Dick and Deena Epstein wishing Alan Lipson a speedy recovery
• Allen Binstock in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his father, Henry Binstock
• Jerry and Ina Silver in honor of Dick Epstein’s milestone birthday

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just 
because. You can donate by check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at http://
kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities.

CONTRIBUTIONS
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The May meeting is Thursday, May 23, at the home of Deena and Dick Epstein. We will discuss Three Floors Up by 
Eshkol Nevo. (288 pages, a Kindle version is available). 

An introduction: Set in an upper-middle-class Tel Aviv apartment building, this best-selling and warmly acclaimed 
Israeli novel examines the interconnected lives of its residents, whose turmoils, secrets, unreliable confessions, and 
problematic decisions reveal a society in the midst of an identity crisis. 
 
On the first floor, Arnon, a tormented retired officer who fought in the First Intifada, confesses to an army friend 
with a troubled military past how his obsession about his young daughter’s safety led him to lose control and put his 
marriage in peril. Above Arnon lives Hani, known as “the widow,” whose husband travels the world for his lucrative 
job while she stays at home with their two children, increasingly isolated and unstable. When her brother-in-law 
suddenly appears at their door begging her to hide him from loan sharks and the police, she agrees in spite of the risk 
to her family, if only to bring some emotional excitement into her life. On the top floor lives a former judge, Devora. 
Eager to start a new life in her retirement, Devora joins a social movement, desperately tries to reconnect with her 
estranged son, and falls in love with a man who isn’t what he seems.  
 
A brilliant novelist, Eshkol Nevo vividly depicts how the grinding effects of social and political ills play out in the 
psyche of his flawed yet compelling characters, in often unexpected and explosive ways.

The book for June is Moonglow: A Novel by Michael Chabon. 

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including 
a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Joseph Korman—Neil Korman’s father
•	 Evelyn Litwin—Richard Litwin’s mother
•	 Jules L. Kaufman—Jane Kaufman’s father
•	 Simon May—Chip May’s paternal great grandfather
•	 Helen Stern—Karal Stern’s mother
•	 Diana Tonti—Mario Tonti’s mother
•	 Charlie Bound—Miriam Geronimus’ grandfather
•	 Dudley Stuart Dinner (David)—Maureen Dinner’s husband
•	 Ada A. Gwatkin—Ralph Gwatkin’s mother
•	 Lena (Lee) Warsh Baum—Heidi Gorovitz Robertson’s maternal grandmother
•	 Albert Davis—Barbara Weber’s father
•	 Rella Gilletz—Michal Scher-Marcus’s grandmother
•	 Lippman Geronimus—Miriam Geronimus’ grandfather

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to deb@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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ADULT ED DIALOGUE SERIES: 
JEWS AS THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
WITH BETH EL-THE HEIGHTS SYNAGOGUE

The idea of chosenness in Judaism goes back to God’s call 
to Abraham in the Book of Genesis. Today, some Jews 
reject the idea of being a “Chosen People” altogether, 
while others view the concept as central to Judaism. 

The goal of the program is to practice having civil 
conversations with others with whom we may not 
necessarily agree on a given issue.  In this second session 
(May 15), participants will have the opportunity to 
discuss the topic using the skills and techniques acquired 
in the prior training and modeling session.  You need 
not have attended  the first session in order to attend the 
second.  Please RSVP to Kol HaLev Adult Education chairperson Alan Federman.

ADULT ED: ERIC KISCH TO SPEAK ON MAY 19
Kol HaLev member Eric Kisch will present a program describing his experience living in Shanghai during World 
War II, using family documents, photos and other materials from his research into the period.  This story about a 
little-known chapter of Jewish experience during WWII has been enthusiastically received by a wide variety of 
Jewish and non-Jewish audiences.  His talk was recorded by the Melbourne Holocaust Museum and is used in 
docent training on exhibitions about Shanghai.  Eric’s presentation will take place on Sunday,  May 19 at 7:30 
p.m. in the meeting room of Sherri Park apartments, 2101 Acacia Park Dr. in Lyndhurst. Please  RSVP to Alan 
Federman. 

CHALLAH-MAKING DEMONSTRATION ON MAY 26

Join us at 1:30 p.m. on May 26 at the home of Maureen Dinner to see challah dough 
being made and learn the easy way to do a six strand braid.  You’ll leave with a 
recipe for challah, a clear guide for doing a six-strand braid, and the confidence to 
try it at home.  Linda Sylte will be our instructor.  If you are interested, please call, 
text or email Maureen Dinner. RSVP requested; space is limited.

HEAR THE LOVINGKINDNESS MEDITATION FROM OUR MAY 4 SHABBAT SERVICE

If you missed Shabbat services on May 4, you missed a Lovingkindness Meditation by 
member Amy Brodsky, created in response to the recent violence at the Chabad synagogue in 
California. You can listen to meditation now (or hear it again) here or download it here.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:mailto:%20alanf7010%40gmail.com?subject=
http://kolhalev.net/content/khl-metta-meditation-amty-brodsky
http://kolhalev.net/audio/download/3149/KHL%20Metta%20Meditation%20by%20Amy%20Brodsky.mp3
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SIP AND PAINT:  THE JUNE 23 VISIT TO PINOT’S PALETTE
Want to paint a masterpiece and take it home with you? (No talent needed!)  Then join the Kol Halev membership 
committee on Sunday, June 23 at 1:30 p. m at Pinot’s Palette inside the Eton Collection (28699 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 
280).
 
Working with the guidance of a professional artist, you will use acrylic paint to create a reproduction or 
interpretation of an original piece of art chosen for you. All supplies (including aprons) will be provided. We will 
work for nearly two hours, then let the paint dry for about 30 minutes while we mingle and admire each other’s 
work. The cost is $35 per person, payable directly to Pinot’s Palette. If you wish to nibble while you work, the 
studio has a cooler so you may bring in snacks to store. Wine and other items are available for purchase. 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS JUNE 4!!
To register: 

• Go to www.pinotspalette.com/woodmere/events/june. At the top of the calendar, select “private events.” Scroll 
to June 23 event and you’ll see our event listed. (Or you can go directly to www.pinotspalette.com/woodmere/
event/313657) and follow directions to register and pay. The website offers more details about this event. 

• Or, you may simply call the studio at 216-755-4475 to register. 

Once you have registered, please contact Louise Elkind to let her know you will attend.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

mark your calendar 

Community Security Discussion

South Euclid/Lyndhurst Library
1876 S. Green Rd., S. Euclid, OH

p 

•Vote on incoming board slate (pp. 10-12)
•Thank outgoing board members  •Nosh & schmooze

Annual MeetingAnnual Meeting

sun. June 2 f 2-4:30 p.m.

http://www.pinotspalette.com/woodmere/events/june
http://www.pinotspalette.com/woodmere/event/313657
http://www.pinotspalette.com/woodmere/event/313657
mailto:rholaren2103%40gmail.com?subject=
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KOL HALEV GRADUATION KVELLS
Mazel tov to Katie Foust, daugh-
ter of Mimi Plevin-Foust and 
Bill Foust, and granddaughter of 
Gloria Plevin. Katie is graduating 
from Shaker Heights High School 
and will attend Mercyhurst Uni-
versity in Erie, PA in the fall.

Yasher koach to Taylor 
Elgart, son of  Scott & 
Traci Elgart, who has 
earned his M.B.A. from 
John Carroll University.  
Taylor plans to eventually 
start his own company.

Congratulations to Harlan Friedman-Romell, son 
of Beth and Frederick Friedman-Romell.  Harlan 
is graduating from Shaker Heights High School and 
will be attending Ohio University, Scripps College 
of Communication and majoring in Integrated Media 
Studies. Harlan was named an Innovation Scholar by 
Scripps.

Mazal tov to Harlan’s mom, Beth Friedman-Romell 
is also graduating this spring.  Beth, who has a Ph.D. 
in Theater, went back to school at Cleveland Stat 
University for a degree in Music Therapy.  She passed 
the Certification Board for Music Therapists exam on 
May 7 is has begun job hunting

A whole boat load of congratulations to Bruce and Catherine Fallick!  Their daughter  
Charlotte is graduating from the University of Pittsburgh, summa cum laude, majoring in 
Psychology and English with a minor in French and a certificate in Children’s Literature.  
She will be working at Beechbrook starting in June, working with youth with behavioral 
issues in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District.  

In addition, this fall, their daughter Emily will be starting a Ph.D. program 
in Economics at the University of California at San Diego and their 
daughter-in-law Emily will be starting a post doc in an electrophysiology 
lab at Stanford University in the fall.  On a lighter note, their son Jeremy 
captured a silver medal in sabre at the USA Fencing North American Cup!

  
With great pleasure, we celebrate the successes of our high school seniors 

and send blessings as they continue on their journey.   

Katy Foust 
Harlan Friedman Romell 

Sophie Olsen 
Rose Solomon 

Moe Weinstock 

May you go from strength to strength! 
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Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community 

Annual Meeting Invitation & 
Absentee Ballot for Board of Trustees Election 2019 

We invite your active participation in the Kol HaLev Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, June 2, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

at the South Euclid Library, 1876 S. Green Road 

Please join fellow members to reflect on and offer gratitude for this past year, and to look 
forward together at what’s to come. We’ll celebrate important financial, programmatic, and 
communal achievements, discuss community security concerns, and outline the coming 
year and the launch of the new governance model.  

We will also hold the election and installation of the board members who will serve as our 
first cohort of leadership under the new model. Our community has a lot to celebrate this 
year, most importantly our relationships with each other, and we hope you’ll join us on 
June 2 to do so. Naturally, there will also be time for informal connection and noshing! 

Please look for an upcoming email with an agenda for the Annual Meeting. 

Your vote for our board is a privilege of your membership. We hope you can attend in 
person to cast your vote and add your voice to the important conversations we have 
planned; if you will be unable to attend on June 2, please follow the instructions below to 
return your absentee vote by Thursday May 30, 2019. 

To vote absentee: 
Please fill out this document and return it to the Kol HaLev office, to be received NO 
LATER THAN Thursday, May 30, 2019:  

¥ You may complete and mail the paper ballot on page 3 to Kol HaLev, 2245 
Warrensville Center Rd Suite 215, University Heights, OH 44118; 

¥ OR – You can download the writeable PDF ballot that came to your email, fill it in 
electronically, then save it, and email it to office@kolhalev.net. 

¥ OR – You can vote online at https://tinyurl.com/KolHaLev2019-20BoardBallot 

  of 31
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Recommended slate for Kol HaLev Board of Trustees 2019- 2020 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to recommend this slate of members for election  
to the Kol HaLev Board of Trustees for 2019-2020: 

Co-Presidents:  Halle Barnett for one year term* 
                            Lila Hanft for 1st year of two year term* 

Secretary:  Bill Scher-Marcus for 2nd year of two-year term 

Treasurer:  David Conn for 2nd year of 2nd two-year term  

Co-Vice Presidents of Community:  
Celia Jennings and Martha Schubert for 1st year of two-year term 

Vice President of Programming:  Adina Davidson for 1st year of two-year term 

Vice President of Information:  Bruce Fallick for 1st year of two-year term 

Co-President-Elect:  David Conn* 

Ex Officio Board Members:  
Founding Rabbi – Jeffrey Schein  

Rabbi – Steve Segar  

Director of Youth and Family Education – Robyn Novick 

Respectfully submitted,  

The 2019 Nominating Committee 

Molly Berger, Catherine Fallick (Chair), Jennifer Finkel, Leah Kamionkowski,  
     Bill Scher-Marcus. Halle Barnett, Lila Hanft and Rabbi Steve Segar, ex officio. 

* The new governance model calls for two co-presidents whose 2-year terms are staggered 
to provide continuity. Lila and Halle have been serving  a one-year provisional term at the 
request of the nominating committee and will continue in that role to facilitate the transition to 
the new governance model. Halle will serve one additional year as co-president and Lila will 
serve two. When Halle finishes her term next June, she'll be replaced as co-president by 
David Conn, who, as this year's president-elect, will have had a year of preparation. Lila and 
David will serve as co-presidents until June of 2021, when Lila will be replaced by the next 
president-elect.  

  of 32
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Your absentee vote (if you are not able to attend the Annual Meeting on June 2): 

Individual adult members are entitled to one vote; those with a family membership are entitled 
to two votes per household, and should return two absentee ballots if not attending on 6/2. If 
you did not receive the full number of ballots for your household, you may make a copy of this 
page, vote online (see page 1) or follow instructions in the email version of this communication.  

_____I vote in favor of Nominated Slate  

_____I vote against Nominated Slate  

Member Name __________________________________________________ 

Email Address _________________________________________ 

Time sensitive! See ballot submission instructions on the bottom of page 1. Todah Rabah! 
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Your absentee vote (if you are not able to attend the Annual Meeting on June 2): 

Individual adult members are entitled to one vote; those with a family membership are entitled 
to two votes per household, and should return two absentee ballots if not attending on 6/2. If 
you did not receive the full number of ballots for your household, you may make a copy of this 
page, vote online (see page 1) or follow instructions in the email version of this communication.  

_____I vote in favor of Nominated Slate  

_____I vote against Nominated Slate  

Member Name __________________________________________________ 

Email Address _________________________________________ 

Time sensitive! See ballot submission instructions on the bottom of page 1. Todah Rabah!
  of 33

TIME SENSITIVE! Absentee ballot due by Thursday, May 30, 2019!

 

 
Tot Shabbat 
Andy Oster 

Zorim 
Traci Elgart 
Andy Getz 

Renee Siegel 

Bonim 
Jane Arnoff Logsdon 

Benjamin Barnett 
Ernie Logsdon 
Laurel Simkoff 

David Steinweg 

Magshimim 
Franklin Malemud 

Karly Whitaker 
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SHABBATON GALLERY 2019/5779
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Kesherim 
Connecting with our 

people, our history, our 
world, and each other

 Shabbaton 2019/5779 Reßections 
When we agreed to co-chair Shabbaton, neither of us knew 
what an exacting and complex process it would be. But we 
also didn’t realize what a meaningful and enjoyable one it 
could be, too. We made wonderful connections with each 
other and other attendees throughout the process, and we 
know those relationships will be special for many years to 
come. We heard lots of great feedback from so many of you, 
and appreciate all the people who put in time and energy to 
make this Shabbaton a success. As we carry on with 
Passover celebrations, and continuous involvement in shul 
life, we hope we all are able to deepen the connections 
we’ve made, and continue to create new ones.  

Co-chairs,  
   Jean Miller and Laurel Simkoff

     Spending one full Saturday at the retreat allowed me time to 
host Shabbat dinner for my family on Friday evening and to 
attend to work on Sunday. Counter to my training in living in the 
present, I am guilty of anticipating the future while reveling in the 
past. 
     First, a bit of background: I relocated to Cleveland in June 
having been away for some 30 years. Kol HaLev’s end-of-
summer service at North Chagrin Reservation in August was my 
first introduction to the congregation. It was a beautiful, warm 
day. Rabbi Steve led a brief, child-centered service blending 
liturgy and depth to offer spiritual satisfaction to this adult. That 
first experience outdoors set the stage for me. 
     About a month later, when I attended my first Ratner service, I 
was able to call to mind my first encounter with the congregation 
in that informal, natural setting. 
Put simply, Kol HaLev has been an oasis and true home during 
this transition. 
     Being outdoors at the retreat for Mark Davidson’s teachings 
on Judaism in the natural world was one of many moments of 
palpable, even breathtaking beauty on the retreat. The horizon on 
Lake Erie was soft, in a way I'd never experienced it, and his 
lessons were simple yet profound. 
     There were many, many others: spending time with people I’d 
just met; a walk on the lake with a friend; the Shabbat morning 
service – particularly the harmonies – but generally the vibe and 
the percussion; Rabbi Steve’s musicianship and example of 
flexibility and humility; hearing the many voices and seeing the 
talents of people of many generations at the talent show and 
throughout the weekend, including master of ceremonies Bruce 
Fallick; Rabbi Maurice Harris’ messages and humor; singing – 
casually and formally – in rehearsal time with the Kol HaLev 
singing group, with the small group of singers who helped me 
teach the congregation the round “Kol Haneshama,” (the final 
verse of Psalm 150); and the thrilling moment of singing in six-
part harmony with each person on the retreat as a chorus. 
     The 13 hours I spent at Geneva on the Lake will be a 
touchstone for me.  
          -Jane Kaufman
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Sat., May 11 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Member-Led Shabbat Service,  at the Ratner School. Kedoshim. Ser-
vice leader: Jane Kaufman

Sun., May 12
NO NESIYA

7:00-8:30 p.m. Kol HaLev Singing Group

Mon. May 13 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the new home of Bill Scher-Marcus. All members 
welcome to attend

Wed.  May 15
7:30-9:00 p.m. Civil Dialogue Series: Jews as the Chosen People at Beth El -The 

Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights. See page 7

Deadline for June Newsletter

Sat., May 18

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Leah Kamionkowski

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Hagiga (last day)

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service /Madrichim Appreciation at the Ratner School. Emor. 
Service leader: Rabbi Steve;  Kiddush sponsor: Traci Elgart and Laurel 
Simkoff

1:15-1:45 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice

Sun., May 19
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Nesiya (last day) at Beth El-The Heights Synagogue 
7:30-9:00 p.m. Adult Ed: Eric Kisch at Sherri Park Apartments. More info on page 7

Mon., May 20 7:30-9:00 p.m.
GCC/Climate Change meeting at the home of Peter Imrey. See page 1 
for a complete description

Thu., May 23 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Book Group at the home of Dick and Deena Epstein. See page 6 for 
more information

Fri., May 24 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat at the home of Meg Manny and Irwin Weinberger.  
Service leaders: Rabbi Steve and Irwin. Kiddush sponsors: Kirby Date 
and Richard Litwin, Potluck dishes should be vegetarian/dairy or 
pareve and SHOULD NOT CONTAIN NUTS. Please bring enough for 
8-10. Assignments: A-H - Dessert or Drink I-P - Main Dish  Q-Z – Appe-
tizer or Salad

Sat. May 25 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat in the Park at North Chagrin Reservation. Behar. Service 
leader: Rabbi Steve ; Kiddush hosts needed! Sign up here. 

Sun., May 26 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Challah-making at the home of Maureen Dinner. More information on 
page 7. 

Tue., May 28 7:30-9:00 p.m. Religious Practices Committee meeting.

Fri., May 31 6:00-8:00 p.m. Madrichim Shabbat Potluck at the home of the Novick-0ster family. 

Sat. June 1 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Shabbat Service and Lucas Shell Bar Mitzvah. Bechukotai. Service 
leaders: Rabbi Steve and Lucas.   Kiddush hosts: The Shells

CALENDAR

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please 
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming 
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev7
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